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COVER STORY

It has been said that necessity is the mother of invention, and that phrase turned into 
the reason two cart building business partners came up with the revolutionary new 
Bolt Energy premium lithium golf cart batteries.

 In Largo, Florida, friends and partners Bobby Diaz and Brent Tenney had a passion 
for designing, building, and repairing golf carts, and began their business, Crusin’ Carts, 
about 3 years ago after working on cart projects as side jobs for many years prior. Now 
the company employs 9 people and has between 60 to 80 carts in their shop for servicing 
on any given day. Crusin’ Carts offers cart rentals, custom carts, repair and service, and a 
full line of cart parts out of their store in Pinellas County, Florida. 

Bolt Energy USA 
 Powering the Lithium Battery Industry

www.GolfCarting.com18 

http://www.GolfCarting.com


GOLF CARTING MAGAZINE 19 



But it was the necessity for a better battery that inspired them 
to start Bolt Energy USA, a leading manufacturer of lithium 
golf cart batteries now sold throughout the United States and 
Canada. 
 “We were designing and building carts with what we felt 
were the best possible products available on the market, but 
when it came to the lithium batteries, we found out the hard 
way that the quality and dependability left a lot to be desired,” 
Diaz says. “We’re the kind of people who aren’t satisfied with 
our work unless we know it is up to our standards, and so Brent 
and I decided to build a better mousetrap, so to speak.”
 Diaz and Tenney have more than just a desire to make the 
highest quality batteries available, they have the background 
to make it happen. Diaz holds degrees in electronics and 
electronic systems, circuit board repairs and more, with 
forty years of practical experience. Tenney has a mechanical 
engineering degree and 20 years of experience building and 
modifying electric motors, starters and alternators, generators, 
and drive systems. 
 “When we started our cart business, we found out that 
the batteries we were using were not up to our standards, and 
as a result, our customers became upset when their battery 
failed,” said Diaz. “We quickly realized we needed to step 
up and create a better battery that met our standards, but 
more importantly provided the most reliable power for our 
customer’s carts.”
 Another issue with the battery providers they were using 
at Crusin’ Carts was the customer service when they would 
need to replace a battery that failed while still under warranty. 

“We just weren’t happy with the level of attention or service 
given to us as dealers for some other batteries and put our 
commitment to customer service at the top of our new lithium 
battery business.”
 The partners spent three and a half years researching, 
building prototypes, and testing their new lithium batteries 
before launching Bolt Energy USA a little over a year ago. 

A POWERFUL PRODUCT LINEUP
Bolt Energy manufactures three different lithium cart batteries 
to fit any need. There is a 105Ah / 51V model, a 105Ah / 72V 
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version and a 160Ah / 51V model. These batteries provide the 
maximum output available on the market and Bolt Energy’s 
stringent testing makes them the most reliable in the business. 
The company also offers a complete line of cables, controllers, 
and HD solenoids. 
 Their batteries are manufactured using a 2,000-watt, laser 
welding process and the rigorous physical testing of each 

single battery that rolls off the line is second to none. There 
are machines that vibrate the individual batteries vertically 
and horizontally, a freefall drop of the batteries from a height 
of five feet, and more extreme testing before the batteries are 
shipped. Diaz said, “We didn’t want any more phone calls from 
customers because their cart battery failed, so we put all the 
work in on the front end to make sure they’re made to our 
exacting standards.”
 The Bolt Energy lithium batteries can be installed in 
virtually any brand of cart on the market. 
 The “dynamic duo” of cart batteries learned that all lithium 
cells are not the same, no matter if they are graded at an A, B 
or C level. Some companies offer remanufactured batteries, 
and Bolt knew they needed to create a top-of-the-line product 
to be successful. “We make new, Grade A lithium ion cell 
batteries designed to stand up to the toughest conditions 
and outperform others on the market in terms of reliability, 
uninterrupted power output and maximum lifespan,” Diaz said. 
 Bolt Energy USA’s batteries can receive a quick charge 
in one and a half hours and a full charge in five hours. The 
expected lifespan is around ten years, and the batteries can be 
undergoing a charge cycle between 3,500 to 5,000 times. Bolt 
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Energy batteries are covered by a five-year warranty. 
 You can see the extensive testing and manufacturing 
processes on the company’s Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/BOLTENERGYUSALLC .
 The partners were also smart enough to understand 
the supply-and-demand of the lithium battery industry and 
developed a system that ensures that they continually have a 
large shipment of product in their shop and in their authorized 
dealer locations, another shipment “on the water” to the 
United States and yet another in the manufacturing process. 
This ensures they always can deliver to their customers’ needs 
and stay ahead of any potential supply chain issues. Bolt 
Energy USA now has around fifty independent dealers around 
the country. 

NOT A ONE-TRICK PONY
Before starting Bolt Energy USA, the partners realized the need 
for a more efficient, powerful golf cart and LSV motor, and 
Brent Tenney’s background was key in starting White Lightning 

Motors. His nickname of “The Mad Scientist” is based on his 
ability to figure out any electrical motor shortcoming and 
improve upon it. 
 That company rebuilds existing golf cart motors using the 
latest technology and components, bringing new life to a tired 
motor. Customers can drop off their motors to the company’s 
Largo shop or ship them from anywhere in the U.S. or Canada 
for quick turnaround service. The combination of the upgraded 
White Lightning motor and the Bolt Energy lithium battery 
creates a very impressive boost in a cart’s torque, acceleration, 
and speed. 
 The drive and commitment to creating the ultimate lithium 
ion cart battery together with Bobby and Brent’s unending 
dedication to customer service mean Bolt Energy USA is 
charging forward in energizing the golf cart battery industry. 

BOLT ENERGY USA
6650 Treeland Ave., Unit A
Largo, FL 33773
Tel: (727) 955-4955
Website: https://boltenergyusa.com/
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